	Number of stolen and new bicycles (1985-2000)

H 

Stolen and new bicycles (data in graph)

year

estimate no. bicycles (*1000)

% stolen bicycles (Politie-monitor)

estimate no. stolen bicycles (Politie-monitor)

estimate no. stolen bicycles(cbs)

new bicycles sold (cbs)

1985

-

-

-

-

964.000

1986

-

-

-

-

872.000

1987

-

-

-

-

840.000

1988

-

-

-

-

1.020.000

1989

-

-

-

-

1.177.000

1990

14.570

-

-

-

1.350.000

1991

14.694

-

-

-

1.333.000

1992

14.928

7,3

1.089.770

613.989

1.310.000

1993

15.256

-

-

602.847

1.320.000

1994

15.691

7,6

1.192.513

695.970

1.256.000

1995

15.711

-

-

646.170

1.350.000

1996

15.837

6,6

1.045.260

613.056

1.358.000

1997

15.967

-

-

695.358

1.303.000

1998

16.129

6,4

1.032.236

754.406

-

1999

16.315

-

-

697.321

-

2000

16.501

5,5

907.537

731.885

-
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The number of bicycle thefts each year is shockingly high. On that at least all statistics agree. But on everything else the data are conflicting and there is a lack of hard facts. Police reports data are unreliable, as only a small percentage of victims report the theft. In 1998 there were only 144.000 reports of bicycle thefts (CBS). In addition there are estimates of the number of thefts, based on interviews. The estimate on the basis of Politiemonitor is highest. Over 900.000 were stolen in 2000. Politiemonitor shows a positive trend. The number of stolen bicycles is steadily falling. The CBS interviews report lower numbers (730.000 in 2000), but show a negative trend: the number of bicycle thefts is rising.

The high risk of theft does not deter people from buying a new bicycles. At the end of the eighties bicycle sales increased sharply (see graph). Ever since sales have been steady at approx. 1.3 million bicycles per year.
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